We live as prisoners in the 
"new world." 

America: the land that slavery 
and imperialism built. America: the 
"First World" birthed through theft 
and genocide and sustained through 1 
domination of the "Third World" 
outside - and inside - our' borders. 

Wherever possible, our rulers 
have laid a torch to our past. They 
never speak of the bloodshed sown 
- only of the glory to be reaped. 

We live in the ashes of a memory 
of fire. 

Always we hear of the greater life 
that awaits us at the end of all of this 
toil. Our Masters push forward, ever 
forward - and we follow along. 

The freer their markets, the more 

. * • of us live behind bars. The more 

their Corporations live in a "global 

village" - the more we find ourselves 

in isolated suburbs and ghettoes. 

It's time to break out of the 
master's future by finding old ! 
passageways to freedom. Ways and 
means ridiculed, abandoned, paved- 
over and carpet-bombed will offer us 
hope... 
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Introduction 



You've studied History before, 
sure. You've been to the master's 
schools and heard all their tales of 
progress and plunder. You've 
learned to recite endless facts and 
meaningless dates. You've been 
told a thousand times that you are 
powerless over this 
world the "Great White 
Man" has created. 

That's not what 
this is about. 

By reading this 
journal you become a 
student of the One 
World Freedom School 

One World means 
that we are all 
responsible for solving 
the problems that face 
our present society. 
Freedom School 

means we are teaching and 
learning because we want to be 
free. 

One World means none of us 
are truly better off if we benefit at 
someone else's expense. Freedom 




School means we are teaching one 
another, and there are no experts. 

One World means that what we 
have in common is far more 
liberating than what divides us. 
Freedom School means we are 
learning, as a community, how to 
take care of one 
another, and how to 
take action to improve 
our lives. 

There will be no 
masters or slaves 
here. 

The schools that 
taught you how to 'get 
by' in an oppressive 
world taught you well 
how to sit still and 
keep your mouth 
shut. Your passive 
acceptance was the 
lesson. 

The Freedom School only lives 
when students become teachers. 
And the first lesson we're teaching 
is this: we're going to have to 
liberate ourselves. 






The master won't do it for us. 
He never has. . . 



p.s. 

By reading this journal you become a student of the One World 
Freedom School. 

From here on, school is in session. We expect you to pay attention to 
everything you're taught here. The lessons might be subtle, and you 
might well need to pay attention long after you've put down this journal. 
In fact, the only 'test' is what you do outside of school. 

The 'graduates' of the One World Freedom School are those who 
autonomously expand the project. 

You can become a teacher for the school by sending in your writing to 
the Journal. You can become an organizer for the school by offering to 
distribute copies of the Journal where you live, or by beginning Freedom 
School classes with your friends, families, neighbors, etc. Or you can just 
write us with questions, challenges, support, or word of a similar project. 

These are only a few examples. One things is definite, we are actively 
seeking submissions for this journal. The deadline for the next issue is 
June 1 st 2003. The general "theme" will be Reconstruction. We're hoping 
for writing both about the historical time period after the civil war, and 
on the more broad topic of reconstructing society in order to end slavery. 

And, we're interested in good writing (and photos and art) of all kinds. 

P.P.S. 

Some of the photos might could use a caption. Here are captions: 



* Page 15: 

* Page 16: 

* Page 30: 

* Page 35: 

* Page 38: 

* Page 45: 

* Page 46: 

* Page 49: 



Bob Moses -first SNCC worker to go to Mississippi, now head 
of the national math literacy program 'The Algebra Project" 
Miss Ella Baker - leader of Black freedom movementfor over 40 
years, hugely influential in NAACP, SCLC, and SNCC. 
"General" Harriet Tubman - bold conductor of the Underground 
railroad and collaborator with John Brown. 
People being loaded into the "bowels" of a slave ship. 
John Brown kissing a baby on the way to his execution. 
"Central America: another Vietnam for the imperialist Yankee." 
A mural in the nationalist section of Belfast N. Ireland. 
Subcommandante Marcos, waving hello. 






When one has memory, one has, in reality, a door in one's future. 



finished, but some keys and trails 
in order to unite those disperse 
fragments and, in putting together 
the puzzle of yesterday, a crack 
will be opened in the wall, a 
window will be drawn and a door 
built. 

Because it is widely known that 
doors were windows before, and 
before that they were cracks, and 
before that they were, and are, 
memory. Perhaps that is why 
those of above are afraid, because, 
when one has memory, one has, in 
reality, a door in one's future. 

There are many of us who are 
seeking parts of our faces in 
seeking memory. Those who ask 
us to forget are asking us to 



remain incomplete, to use the 
crutch which the Power offers. 

Today, in Argentina, in Mexico, 
and in other parts of the world, 
there are many guardians of 
memory gathering together for a 
ceremony as ancient as the word: 
that of conjuring history from 
oblivion and the forgetting. 

And we want all of you to know 
that we are listening to your 
footsteps, and, when we hear 
them, we remember that the main 
attribute of human beings is, still, 
dignity. 

Vale. Salud, and may stupidity 
never again be allowed to 
democratize fear and death. 



I Am Accused of Tending to the Past 

Lucille Clifton 

i am accused of tending to the past 

as if i made it, 

as if i sculpted it 

with my own hands, i did not. 

this past was waiting for me 

when i came, 

a monstrous unnamed baby, 

and i with my mother's itch 

took it to breast 

and named it 

History. 

she is more human now, 

learning language every day, 

remembering faces, names, and dates. 

when she is strong enough to travel 

on her own, beware, she will 
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Celebration of Memory Is Also 
A Celebration of Tomorrow 

Subcommandante Marcos 



SupMarcos is speaking to you, 
in the name of all the men, 
women, children and old ones of 
the Zapatista Army of National 
Liberation. 

Our most ancient ones taught 
us that the celebration of memory 




is also a celebration of tomorrow. 
They told us that memory is not 
turning one's head and heart 
towards the past. It is not a sterile 
remembrance which speaks 
laughter or tears. Memory, they 
told us, is one of the seven guides 
which the human heart needs in 



order to make its journey. The 
other six are truth, pride, 
consistency, honesty, respect for 
oneself and for the other, and love. 

That is why, they say, memory 
always points towards tomorrow, 
and that paradox is what prevents 
nightmares from be repeated in 
that tomorrow, and so that the 
joys - which also exist in the 
inventory of the collective memory 
- will be new. 

Memory is, above all, say our 
most first ones, a powerful 
antidote for death, and an 
indispensable food for life. That is 
why the one who cares for and 
guards memory is caring for and 
guarding life. And the one who 
does not have memory is dead. 

The ones who were power above 
bequeathed us a pile of broken 
pieces: deaths here and there, 
impunity and cynicism, absences, 
faces and histories blotted out, 
despairs. And that pile of rubble is 
what they are offering us as an 
identity card, so that saying "I am" 
and "we are" will be an 
embarrassment. 

But there were those who were, 
and are, below. They bequeathed 
us, not a new world, complete and 



The Third Choice 

Billy Powell 



PARTI 



"There do exist some students 
of a tolerable intellectual level. 
They make no secret of the fact 
that what they extract so easily 
from the 'academic system' is used 
for its destruction. For the student 
cannot revolt against anything 
without revolting against his 
studies. 

But the student is a product of 
modern society just like Coca- 
Cola. His extreme alienation can 
be contested only through a 
contestation of the entire society. 
This critique can in no way be 



carried out on the student terrain: 
the student, insofar as he defines 
himself as such, identifies himself 
with a pseudovalue that hinders 
him from becoming aware of his 
real dispossession... 

The future revolutionary society 
will naturally condemn all the ado 
of the lecture halls and classrooms 
as mere noise, verbal pollution. 
The student is already a very bad 
joke." 

- On The Poverty Of Student Life 
the Situationist International 



PART II 

"I teach that helpfulness is rebellion. " 
-Andrew Trull 



"Hello, my name is Billy, and I 
will be your teacher today." The 
kids look at me funny, asking 
themselves, and me, "Billy?" "Yes. 
Billy is my name; it's what 
everyone calls me." 

I am the paid enforcer of adult 
values such as conformity, 



obedience, and a never-bending 
hierarchy in which I (the adult, the 
authority figure, the man, the 
White) am always superior... and I 
have just broken the first rule of 
the day. 

Next I will explain that, 
"Punishment makes human beings 



English, the Mau Mau 
against the British 
Empire, the Algerians 
against the French, the 
Vietcong against the 
United States, the ANC 
against apartheid 

South Africa, and the 
Intifada against Israel. 
In our own country, we 
take inspiration from 
the stillborn national 
liberation movements 
of the Black Panthers, 
the Young Lords, the 
Brown Berets, and the 
American Indian Movement. 

We know that these animating 
ideas of nationhood are the most 
potent challenge to the tyranny of 
market rule, but we are also aware 
of the limitations inherent in 
nationalism - that of patriarchal 
control of women and crippling 
heterosexism, of ethnic fratricide 
and tragic partition. Tie down the 
corporate enterprises and erase 
the national borders where people 
are concerned. Trace out in the 
paths of migration a radical 
solidarity. To transcend the pitfall 
of national chauvinism and 
retrenchment of Empire in the 
form of neocolonialism, we 
embrace the Irish Republican idea 
of "home rule" and the Zapatista 
idea of "Autonomy." To this end, 




worker's syndicate, the food 
cooperative, the housing collective, 
the professional guild, and the 
local defense committee can be the 
church of solidarity and the 
leveraged force for contesting 
power relations. 

In at least this respect, we are 
sure we have the advantage: the 
free market ideology of the bottom- 
line profit as the highest value 
engenders mediocrity, craven 
subservience, and pitiable morale. 
On our own merits, with only our 
voluntary associations and 
creative impetus, we will build 
something better. 

All we want is dignity and self- 
respect, to live in each other's 
glow, to not have to eat shit. 
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less intelligent. You will not be 
punished, and neither will 1." The 
conspiracy has begun. For the rest 
of the day, the primary lesson will 
be about collective self-defense - 
solidarity. 

We face a ceaselessly uphill 
journey. Against everything the 
children have ever been taught, 
(and often with only 40 minutes to 
play with) I begin to create a 
sanctuary. The loyal enforcers of 
the master's wishes are never far 
away. They watch us in the 
hallways and visit us uninvited to 
offer their threats and forceful 
reminders of "the way things 
work." 

The children themselves have - 
as early as age five - learned to 
speak the master-speak. Kids 
scold one another, search out 
authority where none exists, and 
frequently remind me that, "we're 
not supposed to be doing this." 



We are nearly done our allotted 
thirty- five minutes of first grade 
gym class. The kids have chosen 
their activities by brainstorming 
ideas and voting. Two kids tell 
me, "Thanks for letting us do 
whatever we want today." I ask, 
"How often do you get to do what 
you want?" "Never." Another boy 
comes up to me, for the third 
time, to ask, "Am I being bad?" 
"No." 

A second grade class plays totally 
wildly. Every few moments I am 
called over because "she's 
crying," "he kicked me," and so 
forth. One boy has a whiffleball 
bat and seems to really want to 
whack his classmates in the 
head with it. I am scared and I 
don't know quite what to do. I 
say "nobody likes you when you 
act really mean to them. Can you 
please stop that?" He breaks 
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down and begins bawling and 
screaming, "Then why is 
everybody so mean to me all the 
time?!" I am immediately sorry 
for what I've said, and sorry also 
for all of the violence the children 
in my class are endlessly 
inflicting on one another. 

- I ask some full-time teachers, 
"What do you do when it seems 
like the kids really hate one 
another?" They respond, "Well, 
the kids here are just really 
spoiled. They're too used to 
getting what they want all the 
time." 

I feel as if I have witnessed a 
horrible atrocity that most 
everyone else pretends does not 
exist. Every day I spend working 
as a substitute teacher I absorb 
another half-dozen images of 



exactly how cruel compulsory 
education is. 

The public school system is a 
machine just as heartless as (and 
remarkably similar to) jail. Human 
beings are being broken here. Even 
the best of people, with the most 
benign intentions, would be 
ground down working as a student 
or a teacher in this climate. 

Like the Prussians who first 
implemented wide-scale 

compulsory education nearly two 
hundred years ago, American 
education seeks to craft human 
beings that lack the capacity for 
thought, creativity and autonomy. 
Under these conditions, the only 
response that expresses any 
intelligence or dignity is to 
conspire and act against the 
system in any, and every possible 
way. 
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of humanity, the sensual pulse of 
natural balance, and the civil 
society of dedicated community 
work? 

We must choose to be good 
fellows rather than slavish 
servants. 

According to the official history 
of the United States, we are all 
stakeholders in the noble 
experiment of the American dream 
and the melting pot of immigrant 
arrival and integration. When we 
acknowledge that this history of 
White exclusivity and privilege is 
based on the genocide of the 
American Indians and the 
enslavement of the Africans, we 
can only conclude that to identify 
as Americans is a poisonous and 
perpetually destructive way of 
relating to our fellow humans. We 



understand that this deplorable 
legacy of atrocities has only been 
built in the rapacious imperial 
plunder of Hawaii, Puerto Rico and 
the Philippines, and has continued 
through the massive slaughter of 
the Vietnamese and the 
domination of the Near East. With 
this in mind, we can only conclude 
that the sooner we refuse to 
identify and act as Americans, the 
better the chances are for the 
people of the world to loosen the 
stranglehold of oppression and 
flourish. 

Treason against whiteness and 
Americanism is loyalty to 
humanity. 

We take as our guiding lights 
the national liberation movements 
of the anti-colonial struggle: the 
Irish Republican Army against the 
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Which Side Are You On? 

Jordan Green 



"Empires may crumble; republics 

may falter; but fools go on. " 

-Jean Luc-Goddard 

We can no longer afford to wait 
for the conditions to ripen for our 
liberation. A suicidal gang of elites 
are embarking on a campaign of 
wanton destruction. This gang 
has the largest arsenal of 
armaments consolidated under the 
grip of one arbitrary and cruel 
power in the history of 
humankind, with the intent to 
exterminate any party that resists 
coercion. 

Another world is possible, and 
under these circumstances, very 
desirable. We may be fools, but we 
have at least the faculties to patch 
together by rough experiment and 
bold imagination a future that 
doesn't contain genocide, coercion, 
and stifling conformity. Just 
because capitalism is in crisis 
doesn't mean we have to stand 
loyally on the deck of the Titanic 
playing with the Orchestra while 
the ship sinks. We are not 
obligated to accumulate more 
debt, spend our wages on cheap 
consumer goods, or buy stocks to 



stave off the inevitability of 
financial collapse. 

We must first address the 
conscious cultivation of a 
liberation culture - a radical, 
equalizing ethos of solidarity and 
mutual aid in the creation of 
popular support institutions and 
in the refusal to cooperate with 
exploitative economic systems. 

Discarding the poisonous idea 
of Americanism, we should seek 
new bases of social relations that 
free us from imperialist 
domination and capitalist 

exploitation. We should seek to re- 
animate the bones of our 
aboriginal selves, to invest in the 
holy energy of all living things: 
rocks, forests, rivers, even people. 
We should honor the energy of 
ghostly things, past present, and 
future - to believe in the earthy, 
natural and sensual, in the spirits 
that animate all our strivings. 

Now is the time to ask 
ourselves the question posed by 
the coal miners of Appalachia: 
Which side are we on? Will we 
defend the fortress for a plum 
position in the administration of 
its horrors or sign on with the 
great plurality, the diverse carnival 
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PART III 



"Knowledge makes a person unfit to be a slave. 
Frederick Douglass 



There's a theory within 
Alcoholics Anonymous that if a 
person drinks solidly for ten years 
of their life, the first ten years of 
recovery will be simply making 
amends for her time as a drunk. 
Essentially, the problems and 
strengths of an 
individual 
become trapped 
- entirely 

inaccessible - 
by the process 
of active 

addiction. 

At face, this 
is a grim 
calculus for the 
millions of 

brilliant, 
creative five- 
year olds (like 
myself) who will be subjected to 
the educational system of the 
present society. When children are 
offered up to the school-machine 
they are too young to consent or to 
even understand the full 
immensity of the conditions that 
they are being required to endure. 
By the time most people break free 
from the master's education, 




they're at least ten years in the 
hole. Our intelligence has been so 
efficiently attacked that most of us 
forget we even had something 
stolen from us. 

After three semesters in college, 
I dropped out. I was twenty-one 
years old. By 
the arithmetic of 
AA it will take 
me the next 
fifteen years 

actively de- 

schooling to 

fully regain my 
pre- 
kindergarten 
humanity. 

The hopeful 
sentiment in 

this whole 

scenario is the 
notion that something lost can be 
recovered. Our intelligence is not 
truly "stolen" by the educational 
system - merely subdued. 
What is possible now is the 
(re)building of an education which 
liberates and defends - rather than 
atrophies intelligence and 
creativity. In resistance to the 
systematic conditioning of human 
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Revolution is One Form... 
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